
The VirtuReaL international observatory on rapid product
development (RPD), as part of its mission to serve as a clear-
inghouse for information
pertaining to RPD, will again
be holding an international
conference in June on tech-
niques in this field. Follow-
ing previous conferences on plastics forming and thin-
walled metal products, the 2005 meeting will deal with RPD
for foundry. VirtuReaL was established in Lorraine and is
managed by the technological research enterprise Cirtes.

The RPD centre integrates the seven technological fields
of computational mechanics, process simulation, virtual
reality, rapid prototyping/
tooling, free-form milling,
rapid manufacturing, and
digitization and scanning
into a programme for
application in product development. In addition to an
annual thematic conference, it offers an e-portal for these
technologies and maintains a permanent office of economic
and technological intelligence.

This year’s conference, scheduled for June 2–3 in Saint-
Dié-des-Vosges, France, consists of a seminar, RPD work-
shops, and the presentation of case studies describing indus-
trial applications of RPD technologies in foundry processes.

Midlands-based Coventry Toolhold-
ers Ltd., a manufacturer of precision
toolholding and work-holding prod-
ucts, is reviving the Centreline product
line. Under terms of a deal reached last
autumn with administrators of the now-
defunct Centreline Machine Tool Co.
Ltd. of Nuneaton, Warks, the company
has acquired the intellectual property
rights for the complete range of Centre-
line products, including multiheads,
angle heads (right-angle, fixed-angle,
and universal), speeder units, static
and driven VDI tooling, and Rapidtap.

Key engineering, manufacturing,
and sales staff from Centreline’s UK
and US operations have been recruited
again to form the core of a team estab-
lished to continue the design, manu-
facture, and after-sales support of the
Centreline product range with the

newly formed CTL Centreline Ltd.
CTL Centreline is part of the UK-based
Coventry Engineering Group. The

Centreline business has been integrat-
ed into the Coventry Engineering
facilities in Exhall, Coventry.

Rob Gordon, chief executive of the
group, says that the new division will
be equipped to offer Centreline cus-
tomers the full support they need for
products already in the field and will
be able to address both standard and
special future requirements. 

“The new and expanding Coventry
Engineering Group aims to create a
broad portfolio of precision-engi-
neered tooling products to meet the
needs of serious machine tool users,”
says Gordon.

All group products are designed and
manufactured in the UK.
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Starting with the first quarter of 2005, Easymetal Prozess-
technik GmbH has begun to distribute its E.KO Ioniser
deionized-water system throughout Hungary, the Czech
Republic, and Slo-
vakia. This addition
of three new Euro-
pean countries to
the distribution range marks yet another extension of
Easymetal’s market for the plug-and-play resinless system
that provides dielectric fluid for wire-erosion electrical dis-
charge machining (EDM). The company introduced the sys-
tem to customers in the United Kingdom and Ireland in the
second half of 2004.

By employing no resin, the E.KO Ioniser saves the user
having to store and eventually dispose of hazardous waste.
The dielectric’s high quality creates a condition in which
high precision can be achieved at high cutting speeds with
very low conductivity. Constant self-monitoring of its sta-
bility makes corrosion of the workpiece or machine very
unlikely.

Tests for a new E.KO Ioniser filter system suitable for wire
EDM and other filtering applications were being run last
year with the expectation that Easymetal would be intro-
ducing an improved system to its markets early in 2005.

Easymetal Prozesstechnik GmbH develops innovative
systems for the treatment of water for erosion technology.
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Long Live Centreline! Once-Defunct British Machine Tool 
Company Finds a Rescuer in Coventry Toolholders


